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where it all started…



how it all started…



QCD headquarter



QCD requires
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a day in the office…



ice cream always works!



time for play





hiding in plain sight
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weakly-coupled fixed points
in QCD-like theories

Daniel F Litim



running couplings
quantum fluctuations modify interactions
couplings depend on energy

predictions into regions where we 
cannot (yet) make measurements
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running couplings
quantum fluctuations modify interactions
couplings depend on energy

(unitary) conformal field theories

µ

fluctuations

energy scale 
couplings ↵(µ)

weakly coupled fixed points 
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µ
d↵

dµ
= �(↵)

~
0

Polchinski ’88
Luty, Polchinski, Rattazzi, ‘12



path integral

4d QFTs

Z[J ] = exp�i

Z
d4x(L+ Lgf + Lgh + J i �i)
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fields vectors       , fermions      , scalars Aa
µ
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path integral

4d QFTs

Z[J ] = exp�i

Z
d4x(L+ Lgf + Lgh + J i �i)
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1

2

BZG

�
<latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit>

confined

UV free

co
nfi

ne
d

renormalisation group



↵
<latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit>

1

2 3

BZG

�
<latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit>
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↵
<latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iLg3TnaWylQEx/SHxKwqNnOA3ck=">AAAB7XicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyKoMeAF49RzAOSJfROJsmY2ZllZlYIS/7BiwdFvPo/3vwbJ8keNLGgoajqprsrSgQ31ve/vcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxqGpVqyhpUCaXbERomuGQNy61g7UQzjCPBWtH4Zua3npg2XMkHO0lYGONQ8gGnaJ3U7KJIRtgrV/yqPwdZJUFOKpCj3it/dfuKpjGTlgo0phP4iQ0z1JZTwaalbmpYgnSMQ9ZxVGLMTJjNr52SM6f0yUBpV9KSufp7IsPYmEkcuc4Y7cgsezPxP6+T2sF1mHGZpJZJulg0SAWxisxeJ32uGbVi4ghSzd2thI5QI7UuoJILIVh+eZU0L6qBXw3uLiu1+zyOIpzAKZxDAFdQg1uoQwMoPMIzvMKbp7wX7937WLQWvHzmGP7A+/wBkFGPKA==</latexit>
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UV GYBZG

�
<latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2IqI+t8FyL1K8k/sZuwvkxwhMDo=">AAAB7HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSQi6LHgxWMVWwttKJvtpF262YTdiVBCf4MXD4p49Qd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXplIY8rxvp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4/aJsk0xxZPZKI7ITMohcIWCZLYSTWyOJT4GI5vZv7jE2ojEvVAkxSDmA2ViARnZKVWL0Ri/WrNq3tzuKvEL0gNCjT71a/eIOFZjIq4ZMZ0fS+lIGeaBJc4rfQygynjYzbErqWKxWiCfH7s1D2zysCNEm1LkTtXf0/kLDZmEoe2M2Y0MsveTPzP62YUXQe5UGlGqPhiUZRJlxJ39rk7EBo5yYkljGthb3X5iGnGyeZTsSH4yy+vkvZF3ffq/t1lrXFfxFGGEziFc/DhChpwC01oAQcBz/AKb45yXpx352PRWnKKmWP4A+fzB8imjrQ=</latexit>
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couplings

4d critical points



gauge coupling

competition between matter and gauge fields

� = �B ↵2 + C ↵3 +O(↵4)↵ =
g2

(4⇡)2

weakly coupled IR fixed point 0 < ↵⇤ = B/C ⌧ 1

Caswell—Banks-Zaks

Can this be UV? B < 0, C < 0
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here’s why.
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can other couplings help?

scalar self-couplings No  (start at 3- or 4-loop)

Yukawa couplings Yes!  (start at 2-loop)

more gauge couplings No  (same sign)

Bond, DL ‘16



t = lnµ/⇤

↵⇤ ⌧ 1

@t↵g = �B ↵2
g + C ↵3

g �D ↵2
g ↵y

@t↵y = E ↵2
y � F ↵g ↵y

loop coefficients in any QFTD,E, F > 0

!
= 0
!
= 0

Yukawa’s slow down the running of the gaugeone loop gauge Yukawa

why Yukawas?



t = lnµ/⇤
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loop coefficients in any QFTD,E, F > 0
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Yukawa’s slow down the running of the gaugeone loop gauge Yukawa

here’s why.

Yukawas uniquely slow down the
running of gauge couplings
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interacting UV fixed point provided that 

B < 0

C 0 = C � DF

E
< 0

here’s why.



Lagrangean

gauge
fermions

scalars
Yukawas 

quartics 

template

Can do all types of UV and IR fixed points 

scalars are “meson-like”

gauge

Fields Interactions



templates with SU/SO/Sp

DF Litim, F Sannino, Asymptotic safety guaranteed, 1406.2337

SU(N) + Diracs
+ mesons

SO(N) + Majoranas 
+ mesons

Sp(N) + Majoranas
+ mesons
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AD Bond, DF Litim, T Steudtner, Asymptotic safety with Majorana fermions and new large N equivalences 1911.11168
AD Bond, DF Litim, G Medina Vazquez, T Steudtner, Conformal window for asymptotic safety, 1710.07615



4d critical points

AD Bond, DF Litim, Price of Asymptotic Safety, PRL 122 (2019) 211601 [1801.08527]



implications

    particle physics: UV complete 4D theories (free 
or safe) require non-abelian gauge fields

    universality class of any weakly coupled 4D 
critical point contains non-abelian gauge fields

“any QFT under pert. control in the deep UV or IR 
asymptotes to a conformal field theory”    

    any weakly-coupled 4D conformal field theory 
contains gauge degrees of freedom

Polchinski ’88
Luty, Polchinski, Rattazzi, ‘12

asymptotic freedom and asymptotic safety 
are two sides of one and the same medal
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implications

    particle physics: UV complete 4D theories (free 
or safe) require non-abelian gauge fields

    statistical physics:  universality class of any 
weakly coupled 4D critical point contains non-
abelian gauge fields

    conformal field theory: any weakly-coupled 
4D CFT contains non-abelian gauge fields

infinitely many 4D CFTs
access to CFT data
complementary to bootstrap



supersymmetry

fixed points at strong coupling?
              chiral symmetry breaking?
                       scaling vs decoupling?
                                            confinement?

outlook: strong coupling

N=1: fixed points exist non-perturbatively 

general particle theories

Bond, DL ‘22



Celebrating 
Half a 

Century 
of QCD
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